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NUTRITION

 The causes of malnutrition in 3 
sahelian countries highlighted 

The INSAH (CILSS) released a report on « 
The analysis of the causes of malnutrition 
in 3 sahelian countries: Burkina Faso, 
Mali and Chad ». This study highlights the 
individual, household and environmental 
factors causing malnutrition for these 3 
countries. It reminds us the background of 
the phenomenon and that, unfortunately, 
this alarming situation did not evolve much 
in the last decades. Finally, the statistical 
analysis, using the data from the DHS 
surveys, refl ects the complexity of the 
malnutrition and its multi-sectoral 

The INSAH will continue its research work 
on the causes of malnutrition on 3 other 
sahelian countries in 2008 – 2009.

More information on the INSAH’s study:
http://www.cilss.bf/nusapps/

 The survey VAMU in Banjul, 
The Gambia and the « training by 
action » 

In June 2008, the NaNA (National Nutrition 
Agency) conducted a survey on the food 
vulnerability in urban area (VAMU in 
French) in Banjul, with the support from 
the CILSS and the IRD. This survey has 
allowed to highlight for the fi rst time the 
food and nutritional situation of the urban 
population in the Gambia. 

From the 1st to the 5th September 2008, 
the CILSS has welcomed a group from 
the Gambia and a group from Niger in 
Ouagadougou. These groups participated 
at a week-long “training by action” on 
the analysis of the data collected in their 
countries.  The group from the Gambia 

worked on the analysis of the fi rst results 
of the VAMU in Banjul and the group 
from Niger was trained to undertake the 
analysis of the food and nutritional data 
newly collected during the EPER in July 
2008. Indeed, the nutritional indicators 
used in both surveys are similar: Food 
Diversity Score, HFIAS and MUAC. The 
training was facilitated by the IRD and the 
CILSS.  

More information on the websites:
http://www.cilss.bf/nusapps/
http://www.nana.gm/

 Evaluation of the relevance of 
integrating the MUAC in the agri-
cultural survey in Burkina Faso

From March to July 2008, the CILSS has 
hosted M. Mahamadou Tanimoune, in-
tern from the IRD. He has conducted, in 
collaboration with the Direction Générale 
des Prévisions et Statistiques Agricoles 
(DGPSA) of Burkina Faso an evaluation 
of the use of the MUAC (Mid-Upper Arm 
Circunference) in the routine agricultural 
survey (Enquête Permanente Agricole -
EPA) for the purposes of surveillance and 
alert. The DGPSA is collecting MUAC data 
since 2004 on a sample of children under 
5 and twice a year.  

The study consists of a quantitative study 
(statistical analysis of the primary data 

from the form F9 of the EPA) and a quali-
tative study (semi-structured interviews 
with the actors involved in the food secu
rity and nutrition information systems).
The experience of the DGPSA in Burkina 
Faso in this matter is unique in the Sahel 
and then it has a crucial importance for 
the integration of nutrition in the informa-
tion systems.  

Through the in-depth study of the experi-
ence in Burkina Faso on the integration of 
the MUAC in the EPA, we have been able 
to observe that :

• The MUAC, when the data collection is 
good, is able to describe the nutritional 
situation.   

• This indicator could be a good source of 
nutritional information in a food security 
surveillance system.  

• The decision making for alerting or re-
sponding, is constrained by the lack of 
consensus on the use of this indicator. 

• However if this indicator could not be 
used for early warning, it could be used 
for surveillance and nutritional crisis re-
sponse. 

The  PPT presentation on the relevance 
of integreting the MUAC is available on 
the website:http://www.cilss.bf/nusapps/
The fi nal report will be available in Octo-
ber 08.

NUSAPPS
Nutrition, Food Security and Politic Policies in the Sahel

Inform for  a  
bet ter  decis ion

http:/ /www.cilss.bf/nusapps



NUSAPPS activit ies
 Study on the socio-economic 

role of the women in the food se-
curity and the nutrition in Sahel 

The CILSS is hosting currently Miss 
Madingar Dénénodji Clémence, 
agronomic ingeneer, graduated from the 
Institut de Développement Rural (IDR) in 
Bobo-Dioulasso (Burkina Faso). She is 
conducting a study on the socio-economic 
role of the women in the food security and 
the nutrition in Sahel. This study aims at 
disseminating the fi ndings and lessons 
learned from projects supporting women 
to contribute to the improvement of the 
politics and programmes in food security 
and nutrition.

 A pilot experience in Niger on 
the integration of nutritional and 
food vulnerability data in the agri-
cultural surveys 

The CILSS is providing a technical and fi -
nancial support to the Direction des Statis-
tiques Agricoles (DSA) in Niger to conduct 
a pilot experience in integrating nutritional 
and food vulnerability data in the agri-
cultural survey (Estimation et de Prévi-
sion des Récolte - EPER). The EPER is 
conducted in several rounds from May to 
December. The new data collection tool 
is added on the July round in 2008 in the 
area of Tillabéri. It should allow as soon 
as November 2008 to get a precise opin-
ion on the existence or non-existence of 
a relationship between the production, 
the household standard of living, the food 
diversity, the perceived food vulnerability 
and the children MUAC.

More information on the EPER on the 
website: http://www.cilss.bf/nusapps/

 A webpage for the initiative 
NUSAPPS

Since July 2008, the CILSS website is 
hosting a webpage dedicated to the ini-
tiative NUSAPPS. The page is open and 
updated regularly. 

You could fi nd : 

- information and resources on projects 
and countries receiving the support of the 
CILSS and the initiative NUSAPPS
- links to partners websites and interest-
ing websites on nutrition and information 
systems
- information on events in this fi eld
- all our contact details

We invite you also to send us your com-
ments and contributions (articles, links, 
events…).

www.cilss.bf/nusapps

The development of the site was done by 
M. Abdoulkarim DAN KOULOU, expert in 
communication and multimedia concep-
tion, at the UAM-CID of the CILSS in Oua-
gadougou. 

M. Dan Koulou is gradu-
ated of a Master in IT 
and a DESS in Market-
ing and Communication. 
He was the webmaster 
of the Regional Center 
Agrhymet (CILSS) in 
Niamey from March 1996 
to January 2008, when 
he was promoted to his current position 
at the Secrétariat Executif of the CILSS in 
Ouagadougou. He is in charge of the fa-
cilitation of the sites of the CILSS and the 
RPCA and also of the training of the staff 
in website development and edition. 

 The CILSS is recruiting a 
nutritionist

The CILSS initiated the recruitment of an 
expert in Nutrition to support the NUSAPPS 
team. This expert in Nutrition, citizen of 
one of the member states of the CILSS, 
will have as main objectives to develop the 
initiative and to provide technical support 
to the demanding countries. The vacancy 
deadline was the 13th September 2008 
and we expect the new expert to be in 
place at the latest in December 2008.
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 COMING EVENTS

> 26th September 08 in Freetown, Sierra 
Leone
11th Nutrition Forum of the ECOWAS – « 
Nutrition and Food Security »
Organised by WAHO, this forum will 
gather the actors involved in Nutrition 
and Food Security in West Africa.  

>6th – 10th October 08 in Praia, Cap 
Vert
Meeting on the harvest previsions 2008
Organised by the CILSS, as part of the 
PREGEC


